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Trails and Tales 
News for Volunteers in the Park 

in the Montane Sector 

June 2017 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

VIP EVENTS 
 

June 23-24 MBAU camp out at Cedar 

Grove Volunteer Camp 

 
 

For the TMU schedule see the page 

near the end  

Park Champions Trail work dates: 

 

Saturday, June 17th, 2017 

Saturday, August 19th, 2017 

Saturday, October 21st, 2017 

 

Please check out the webpage for 

up- coming events and information! 
http://www.crspia.org/events.php 
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MBAU Does More Than Just Ride! By Kirk Bennett 
 
On Saturday May 20th, we were able to get the first two footing for the new 
kiosk at the Volunteer Camp.  Tom Cook, Steve Boland, Sean Murphy and Kirk 
Bennett worked for about 5 hours making the rebar cages and mixing cement 
(18 bags) in a wheel barrel.   Hopefully we will get the next two footing 
completed within two weeks.  And if we are really smart we will get the 
cement mixer.  
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TMU’s Wednesday Crew by K. Mac 
Wed. 3rd May, 
 
Jim Dascoulias, Mike Curtis & John Sproule led a huge 
turnout of early TMU voluntaries to Oak Trail, @ Jct. 
of East Mesa FR.   There followed both a Basic  
& Advanced Trail Maintenance- Tutorial & Practicum! 
 
Every Tool we carried was employed - Mattox, McCloud, 
Shovel (flat, 90degree & scraper) Yard Rake & Bars 
{Rock & Digging}  
 
Water Dips were modified & created - wider, earlier 
on turns & speed bumps flattened. 
Downhill berms were scraped (vegetation saved) trail 
centers modified, along w/ uphill berms, trail 

hinges replaced & the ' Angle of Repose' 
reinstated . . . .  
  
All this accomplished - 8AM to Noon session -
 by an attentive, enthusiastic, well-paced 
student body! 
Trail Interns Milo, Tim, Rick, and Dos Dales 
& Dos Kens were all awarded CalTrans shirt-
pockets by the ' Mentors Trifecta'  
 
Oak Trail to be revisited - post next rain 
event - 
Happy Trails, K. Mac 

 

Give a couple of guys a Rock Bar each, & another guy to 

feed 'roller rocks' & a new trail feature can be added - to 

assist keeping rushing water in its place. 

Jim & Mike on the 

Rock Bars, K. Marsh 

feeding the rollers. 

Brilliant!   Oak Trail @ 

JCT- East Mesa FR 
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TMU’s Hike and Hack by Mark Campbell 

How do we love thy overhanging branches?  Let us count 

the ways!  We love them to the depth and breadth and 

height that our tools can reach!!!  For the ends of being 

and ideal grace, we love them to the level of every day's 

most quiet need to remove these obstructions as we 

strive to keep the trails safe and accessible for park users. 

 The TMU was poetry in motion on this Memorial Day 

Saturday doing just that!  Susan and Mark, accompanied 

by former TMU volunteer Mike Cafferty and his friend, 

Mike, went out onto Azalea Glen Trail and then turned 

onto the California Riding and Hiking Trail.  They say that 

the pen is mightier than the sword however the 

overhanging branches were no match for the high-limb 

chainsaw!  Many potential hazards were removed and the 

quartet also tuned up their loppers and hand saws and 

did some brushing along the way! 
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MOUNTED ASSISTANCE UNIT 

By Bonnie Slager 
Wow, is the Park busy now!  Saturday is a capacity day with Sunday a bit less jammed.  
It is good to see so many people enjoying the Park at such a beautiful time of the year.  
The flowers are the best I have seen them in years. 
Many of the trails in the North end of the Park are still very wet or very rocky so check 
the trail report before you start out on patrol.  Around Trout Pond is very wet and 
people are making a “go-around” trail there to avoid the worst of the mud.   
 
On Saturday we rode over to the area across the highway from Paso and encountered 
about 50 visitors in a very short time.  Everyone asks about the horses and wants to pet 
them.  This is Clyde’s favorite part of patrolling in the Park.  Easy duty as far as he is 
concerned and he loves the attention.  This is a good stop on a Saturday when you are 
patrolling out of Stonewall Camp and the trail to that location is good.  Cold Stream 
Trail from Paso down to the watering hole is very bad.  Please suggest to Park visitors 
on horseback not to try that trail.  From the watering hole to the Visitor’s Center Cold 
Stream trail is in good shape but not the upper part. 
 
The dead tree at Stonewall Camp is out of the way to park there but still needs some 
work so bring a saw and plan to cut a log or two while you are there.  By the end of the 
summer we should have it cleaned up. 
 
Bill and Ernie have done a lot of weed whacking in the camp grounds.  Ernie did 
Stonewall Camp during May as it had grown back from the first cutting.  Bill has been 
working on Mickey James Camp as the weeds keep growing there too.  Thanks for all 
your hard work making the camp grounds better for all of us. 
John Anderson and crew finished the shade cover at Mickey James Camp.  We now 
have a new and improved shade cover for the tables and the one table that wobbled 
has been fixed too.  Thanks to all of you that helped with that project.  After May 
training they worked until the rain got too bad and it was too cold to finish.  They came 
up during the following week and finished the job.  What a crew!! 
 
Beginning with the first weekend in June we will be doing the Horse Encounter at 
Green Valley.  With Michele gone for the summer, Carmen has some big shoes to fill 
and will do all she can to notify campers and day use people of the event.   Please keep 
track of the number of people at the event. 
We are down in numbers of volunteers but still have most of the patrols covered.  If 
you can patrol an additional weekend or even a day, let me know so I can add you to 
the schedule. 
Enjoy the Park! 

 

 

 

 

 
We checked out a horse 101 site across 

from Paso. Had at least 100 folks stop by! 

By Ernie Smith 

 

 

Shelley clearing branches from a trail, and the lovely water flowing in Harper canyon.  By 

Bonnie Slager 
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IAU Write-up and photos for May 27-28, 2017 by Chris Jones 

Having missed May training due to a major toothache and later root canal, I 

need to make it up by going to three campfire programs and a flower walk. On 

Saturday, May 27, over 100 park visitors and I attended the Cruisin' Critters 

campfire program. Sue Miller brought in a variety of snakes, a large Asian 

cockroach, and an African bull frog. Michele and Carmen carried them around 

for the people to see and touch except for the frog. Sue carried it around 

carefully as its skin secretes liquid poisonous to humans. Sue got several 

children and an adult involved in various parts of the program, so she kept 

everyone's interest from young to old. She spoke clearly and provided an 

incredible wealth of information. If you have a chance to attend one of her 

programs later in the summer, it's well worth the effort to get there. 

Sunday, May 28, I went on the flower walk along with Carmen, and 4 

other visitors. We hiked up Lookout FR and continued north on the 

short connector West Side Trail to Azalea Glen Road. Later we split up. 

Three of us came back on Azalea Springs FR to Lookout FR, and four 

returned via the shadier Azalea Glen Trail. We kept a list of all the 

flowers we saw, and there were over 50 different ones. Besides that 

we had a great view of Cuyamaca Lake, so we could see how far it 

extends this year. It was a hot, sunny morning, but thankfully there 

was a slight breeze most of the time. 
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 TMU article and photos by Michele Hernandez  

 

  Here comes summer and the heat. The TMU has been busy working on 

brushing, downed tree clearing and tread work. Thanks Mother Nature for 

giving trail work enough rain for tread work and keeping the temps on the 

pleasant side. 

 TMU Gothic did a little bit of everything this month. On Harvey Moore an 

impromptu re-route was fixed and the oak tree creating the diversion was 

turned into trail furniture. Boulders were moved and tread fixed on another trail 

and Oak Trail got a much needed sprucing up. 

  The Hike and Hack worked on the Azalea loop Trail with a group of boy scouts 

doing some much needed brushing. Ceanothus had started over hanging the 

trail.  They also took care of branches and small trees that were impeding hikers 

on the trail 

  The Usual Suspects (brothers Mike and Tim Curtis), the Hike and Hack, TMU 

Gothic, Jim Dascoulias and John Sprole worked on a re-route on a part of Cold 

Stream close to Stonewall Peak. They got it all spruced up in time for the 

Memorial Day weekend. 

  CSPF's Park Champions continued work by the range, filling up dumpsters with 

wood that had been accumulating for years. Park staff then 

provided muscle to get concrete out of the area in another 

dumpster. Thanks to CRSPIA for providing the dumpsters.  

  At the same time all of this was going on, both the MAU 

and MBAU were helping out their fellow volunteers by 

working on the volunteer camps by the school camp. John 

and Diana Anderson, John Saxer and others got the ramada 

at Mickey James fixed up in the rainy weather that came in 

on the day of May training. The MBAU began and finished 

the footings for the ramada extension at the Cedar Grove 

volunteer campsite. 

  Phew! May was a busy month just before the heat of 

summer. Remember to take plenty of water with you as the 

days warm up, watch for snakes and enjoy the park. 
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Our Wonderful Interpreters in action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michele will not be back to work until the end of August.  Please email Carmen 

at Cuyamaca.interpreter@parks.ca.gov for help with stuff.  Michele will be at the park 

doing trail work and is available for questions at her home email 

 naturebymichele@yahoo.com.  She will be around for questions, but won’t be available 

for nature hikes or Jr. Rangers.   Luckily, Carmen is here to continue all the programs we 

have planned for this year. The flower hikes, Jr. Rangers, nature hikes, campfire 

programs, the bug program/"Who Pooped in the Park" will go on as planned. Several of 

these programs would not be possible without the help of volunteers. Thanks for being 

here and giving your time and experience to Cuyamaca. See you at trail work and 

looking for beautiful flowers.  See schedule below. 

 

 

 

 

 
... at the Descanso Library on 05/19/2017 Photo by Vicky Jones 

 
Photo by Bonnie Slager 

 
Photo by Michele Hernandez 

mailto:Cuyamaca.interpreter@parks.ca.gov
mailto:naturebymichele@yahoo.com
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Cuyamaca Rancho State Park Interpreter News 

 
Schedule for Flower Hikes in June 
The flower hikes will be as follows: 
 
Sunday, June 4th at 9am- meet at Stonewall Mine Parking for a hike 
by the lake and around the meadows. 
  
Sunday June 11th at 8am- meet at Paso Picacho day use for a hike up 
Stonewall Peak Trail. 
  
Sunday June 18th at 8am- meet at Paso Picacho day use for hike on 
the Azalea Loop Trail. 
  
Sunday June 25th at 8am- meet at Paso Picacho day use area for a long flower 
hike going up the Lookout Fire Road to Cherry Flats down Conejos to the Azalea 
Spring Fire Road on to the Azalea Loop Trail.  We will be looking for Leopard 
lilies and azaleas plus a wide variety of flowers that attract butterflies and other 
cool creatures.  
  
 For all hikes- Be prepared and bring the following: Plenty of water and 
something to eat.  Wear good hiking boots and clothing that is appropriate for 
going into area with a lot of scratchy plants. And don’t forget sunscreen. 
 
 

Camp Fire Programs in June  
Saturday, June 3rd, 5pm at the Green Valley Campfire Center- The Raptor 
Institute.  Come meet and learn about local birds of prey with Danny Sedevic 
and his rescued raptors. 
  
Saturday, June 10th, 5pm at the Green Valley Visitor Center- The Kumeyaay.  
Katie Orosco, a lecturer on the Kumeyaay, shares her knowledge of the 
Kumeyaay including their live ways and how they lived before Europeans arrived 
in San Diego County. 
  
Saturday, June 17th, 5pm at the Green Valley Campfire Center- Kruizin’ Kritters.  
Meet and learn about some of the creepy crawlies that inhabit our county with 
Sue Miller and her rescued reptiles. 
  
Saturday, June 24th, 8pm-10pm at the Paso Picacho Group camp- Star Party. Join 
the San Diego Astronomy Society for a look at the universe around us. 
Telescopes are provided for this event. 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
Photos by Michele Hernandez 
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 IAU Programs 
Saturday, June 3rd and June 17th, 10am at the Green Valley Campfire Center- Bugs! Collect and learn about the insects 
that live in the Sweetwater River with Greg and Phyllis Meckstroth.  This is a catch and release program. 
  

Information for all volunteers: 

 The green cards are in the Visitor Center.  They are in envelopes hanging from the cork board. Check the various unit 

envelopes for your name and claim your card. There are still some left! 

 

https://youtu.be/5hQlbHFZQUQ 
Check out this basic trail maintenance video  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFnSPIkgr2M 
Safety message on how to identify poison oak 

Trails Maintenance Unit Work Party (all units are welcome to work with us)          

 

Schedule for June 2017  
Cuyamaca Rancho State Park  

We meet at the Paso Picacho Maintenance Yard at 8:00 am on most Saturdays & Wednesdays (Check time with the Kens, 
usually 0 dark thirty) 
Our volunteer Hosts for each Saturday are as follows:  
Saturday, June 3

rd
 – with Mike 

Saturday, June 10
th
 OH NO Janet and Milo are not available…but I am, so let me know if you want to join me-

nebulae3sma@hotmail.com (I just might bring a good stout or 3 for afterwards) 
Saturday, June 17

th
 Park Champions register at http://www.calparks.org/help/park-

champions/?referrer=https://www.google.com/ so they bring enough food 
Saturday, June 24

th
 Hike and Hack 

 

 
Don’t forget to record your hours and leave them in the tool shed for Janet to track. There is a binder with 
timesheets in the tool shed. If it is raining or snowing or too hot!… it is probably cancelled… 
 

If you have a special trail project you would like to work on, let me know so I can schedule it. Thanks! 
 

Did you know that 

Currently TMU has: 

3 Kens 

2 Dales 

3 Mikes 

 

 

 
Photo by Michele Hernandez 

https://youtu.be/5hQlbHFZQUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFnSPIkgr2M
mailto:nebulae3sma@hotmail.com
http://www.calparks.org/help/park-champions/?referrer=https://www.google.com/
http://www.calparks.org/help/park-champions/?referrer=https://www.google.com/


11 

 

For Volunteer Opportunities and information contact our 

Official Interpreters:   
Michele Hernandez- (on furlough until 9/1/17) 
Michele.Hernandez@parks.ca.gov 
 
Carmen Aurrecoechea- 
Cuyamaca.interpreter@parks.ca.gov 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Unit Coordinator Contacts: 
MAU- Bonnie Slager- slagerb@sbcglobal.net 
MBAU- Chad Leptich- leptich@juesd.net 
IAU- Greg Meckstroth- greg.meckstroth@att.net 
IAU Scheduling - Charlene Bradbury 
char.brad48@gmail.com 
TMU- Mike Curtis-cmcurtis@pacbell.net 
TMU Vice-Coordinator- Dave Hernandez- 
jerrydave1@sbcglobal.net       
Visitor Center Gift Shop Manager- Barbara McCoy- 
bmccoy1492@gmail.com   
CRSP Park Headquarters (weekdays only) -- 760-765-3020  
Paso Picacho Kiosk (for weekends) -- 760-765-3023  
Green Valley Kiosk -- 760-765-3024  
Palomar Headquarters -- 760-742-3462  
{ŜƴŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ όtƭŜŀǎŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜύ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
BEFORE noon of the last day of the month to-  
Susan Russo - nebulae3sma@hotmail.com 

 
Photo by Michele Hernandez 

 
Photo by Carmen Aurrecoechea 

 
Photo by Michele Hernandez 

mailto:Michele.Hernandez@parks.ca.gov
mailto:Cuyamaca.interpreter@parks.ca.gov
mailto:slagerb@sbcglobal.net
mailto:leptich@juesd.net
mailto:greg.meckstroth@att.net
mailto:char.brad48@gmail.com
mailto:Curtis-cmcurtis@pacbell.net
mailto:jerrydave1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bmccoy1492@gmail.com
mailto:nebulae3sma@hotmail.com
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Kumeyaay land ownership vs Western land ownership, how ownership changes imperiled a culture  

by Dave Hernandez 

Let’s discuss the ownership of land in San Diego County, and how the change in ownership from Kumeyaay to what I will call, 

“Settlers”, changed the landscape and thereby imperiled the Centuries-old culture of the Kumeyaay.   

At the time the first Spanish mission was established in 1769, The Kumeyaay Nation could have been described as a federation of 

independent bands.  Those bands were unified by language and culture and family ties.  That nation stretched from roughly Ensenada 

to Escondido and from the Coast to the desert area along the Colorado River.  Those bands shared as a nation certain sacred places 

and certain resource areas for the benefit of all the bands.   These included sacred places like what is now called Tecate Peak, and 

resource areas like the Pacific Ocean and the Oak-Acorn areas of the Eastern Mountains. Such places might only be occupied on a 

seasonal basis, if at all. 

 The bands were groups of extended families that occupied territories based on watersheds of creeks and rivers.  Such a territory 

might run along the creek or river for 5 to 10 miles or more.  Inside that territory each extended family would have ancestral rights to 

farm certain plots as their own.  They would also have the right and responsibility to take care of the streams and springs and 

resource areas in the vicinity of their crop lands.  They would also typically use fire and other practices to modify the growth of 

certain native plants so as to yield things useful for the family and band.  

 The sum of scientific knowledge of the people on how to manage and relate to the land was passed orally in the form of songs and 

stories from generation to generation.  This lasted for thousands and thousands of years.   The science and culture and religious 

beliefs, and the natural environment, were all interrelated and based on a refined understanding of the local seasons and climate and 

landforms.  Such a Culture did not include any concept even vaguely related to the right of one person to possess or convey title to 

another individual of another band, let alone convey title away to non Kumeyaay! 

The Settler or Western notion of land ownership was and is based on the notion of an individual owning land for their own best use at 

the time of their ownership.  The right to use of land for grazing by dairy or meat herds, the harvesting of timber, the pumping or 

total consumption of surface or well water by an owner was almost absolute.  As Settlers moved in, they tended to graze off native 

plants, and hunt down game numbers by the use of firearms and tracking dogs.  The springs and streams were drawn down or 

pumped off.  As the land was modified by settlement, other changes were taking place. 

Kumeyaay and other native people were impacted by diseases they did not have immunity to.  The native people were sometimes 

forcibly removed from their ancestral band lands, or removed and forced to work for the mission or ranch that had displaced them.  

Their numbers dropped drastically, and it became harder for a Kumeyaay to learn the songs and stories that contained the knowledge 

they needed to live in the traditional manner.  Financially broke, with limited access to the knowledge and landscape from pre-

contact, they became more and more dependent on charity and menial labor to survive.  Estimates vary but in the hundred years 

from say 1780 to 1880 there was probably a 90 percent drop in the Kumeyaay population.   

Fortunately for the Kumeyaay as a people, and for us as Californians, there were other factors that worked towards salvation of the 

people and the preservation of their language and culture.  Today there is a large and thriving population of Kumeyaay in San Diego 

County, both on and off the reservations.  The county is home to more reservations than any other county in the USA.   We did not 

lose the knowledge and perspective the Kumeyaay, Cupeno, Cahuilla, and others honed over millennia.  Perhaps consideration of that 

knowledge and outlook can help guide our society as we move into the 21
st

 century. 

 
 
 
 

 


